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This Week’s Program: 
Rotary Foundation Scholar
Presented by Robert Batley,  
7150 Ambassadorial Scholarships Chair 
Ambassadorial Scholarships is the oldest program of 
the Rotary Foundation and probably the best-known. 
Since its founding in 1947, nearly 38,000 men and 
women from about 100 nations have studied abroad 
under its auspices. Today it is the world’s largest pri-
vately funded international scholarships program. 
Nearly 800 scholarships were awarded for study in 
2005-2006. Through grants totaling approximately 
$500 million, recipients from about 70 countries stud-
ied in more than 70 nations.
The purpose of the Ambassadorial Scholarships pro-
gram is to further international understanding and 
friendly relations among people of different countries 
and geographical areas. The program sponsors several 

types of schol-
arships for un-
dergraduate and 
graduate stu-
dents as well as 
for qualified pro-
fessionals pur-
suing vocational 
studies. While 
abroad, scholars 
serve as good-
will ambassadors 

to the host country and give presentations about their 
homelands to Rotary clubs and other groups. Upon re-
turning home, scholars share with Rotarians and oth-
ers the experiences that led to a greater understanding 
of their host country.

This Week’s Birthdays
ALLEN S. (AL) KOSEFF
Birthday: July 30 
Joined RCS:  1990 
Architect

 
THOMAS (TOM) O’SHEA
Birthday: August 1
Joined RCS: 1985
Higher Education Administration, 
Senior Active

Roger Ebert is the only motion picture critic to be 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Film Criticism. He 
was awarded an Ambassadorial Scholarship in 1964 
to study English literature at the University of Cape 
Town, South Africa.
The Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarship 
program will end in 2013. Beginning this Rotary year 
(2013-14), The Foundation will offer scholarship op-
portunities through district and global grants. This 
new grant structure gives Rotarians greater flexibility 
in sponsoring the next generation of leaders.
Bob Batley first became a Rotarian in 1955 in Johnson 
City, NY, just outside of Binghamton. When his career 
path took him to the Wilkes-Barre area of Pennsylva-
nia, Bob became a member there. In 1980, he relocated 
to Syracuse, and Eastwood Rotary has benefited from 
his presence ever since. He served as club president 
in 1984-85, and for many years led the club’s efforts 
in terms of the Rotary Foundation, including hosting 
several Rotary Foundation scholars. Bob is currently 
chairman of District 7150’s Ambassadorial Scholar-
ship program.  R

Film critic Roger Ebert, who died in April 
2013, was a 1964 Rotary Scholar.
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A Look Ahead
 5 Friday • August 9 • 11:00 am

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

 5 Friday • August 9 • 12:00 pm
RCS Meeting: Jeffery Mayer

 5 Friday • August 16 • 12:00pm
RCS Meeting: Prof. Sam Clemence 

District 7150 Events
August 7, 2013 

Youth Exchange Inbound Dinner • The Rusty Rail

October 26, 2013 
Rotary Leadership Institute • Verona, NY 

Rotary In Europe During 
World War II
from: http://en.wikipedia.org

Rotary Clubs Disbanded
Rotary Clubs in Spain ceased to operate shortly after 
the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War in 1936.
Clubs were disbanded across Europe as follows:

• Austria (1938)
• Italy (1939)
• Czechoslovakia (1940)
• Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Yugoslavia 

and Luxembourg (1941)
• Hungary (1941/1942)
• In The Netherlands, Rotary was forbidden after 

the occupation by the German troops in 1940 
and could only be reinstalled after the liberation 
in 1945

From 1945 onwards
Rotary clubs in Eastern Europe and other commu-
nist-regime nations were disbanded by 1945, but new 
Rotary clubs were organized in many other countries, 
and by the time of the national independence move-
ments in Africa and Asia, the new nations already had 
Rotary clubs. After the relaxation of government con-
trol of community groups in Russia and former Sovi-
et satellite nations, Rotarians were welcomed as club 
organizers, and clubs were formed in those countries, 
beginning with the Moscow club in 1990.
As of 2006, Rotary has more than 1.2 million mem-
bers in over 32,000 clubs among 200 countries and 
geographical areas, making it the most widespread by 
branches and second largest service club by member-
ship, behind Lions Club International. The number of 
Rotarians has slightly declined in recent years: Between 
2002 and 2006, they went from 1,245,000 to 1,223,000 
members. North America accounts for 450,000 mem-
bers, Asia for 300,000, Europe for 250,000, Latin 
America for 100,000, Oceania for 100,000 and Africa 
for 30,000.  R

Program Committee Seeks 
Program Suggestions
We have had some outstanding presentations and 
speakers at our Rotary meetings. It is always appreciat-
ed when a program recommendation is made by a fel-
low member. If you have an idea in mind for a future 
program, please get in touch with any one of the follow-
ing committee members:

• James Morrow, chair 
jim@morrowgraphics.com 
315.751.7830

• Charlie Manro 
charlie_manro@wcny.org 
315.453.2424 x214

• Allen Koseff 
akosoff@verizon.net 
315.472.3711

• Dennis Baldwin 
dbald31624@aol.com 
315.223.8236

• Douglas Smith 
douglas.smith@sjhsyr.org 
315.703.2136

• Mary Lou Thompson 
stewmaryl@aol.com 
315.278.0834

PLEASE NOTE: This week’s RCS meeting will be held indoors at 
Drumlins immediately after lunch.


