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The Last One
7150’s Last Ambassadorial Scholar Visits Syracuse Rotary
by James Morrow

Last week we had the pleasure of meeting Maya Dukmasova, a bright and 
talented Rotary Scholar and graduate student in the Department of History 
of Art at Cambridge University’s St. Johns College. Maya received her BA 
in Philosophy and Religion from the University of Rochester in 2012, and is 
currently completing an MPhil at Cambridge. She led us through the archi-
tectural history of Venice in the 19th and 20th centuries, focusing specifically 

on the history of restoration and conservation of a fish market that was designed and redesigned for years before 
it was finally built in 1904. Eastwood Rotary’s Bob Batley introduced the final Ambassadorial Scholar as The 
Foundation will now offer scholarship opportunities through district and global grants. This new grant structure 
gives Rotarians greater flexibility in sponsoring the next generation of leaders.  R

At the age of 12 Jeffrey Mayer first met his maternal 
great-aunt Martha Caldwell on a summer visit to her 
home in Burlington, Vermont. Caldwell, a professor 
of fashion history and fashion/interior design at the 
University of Vermont, introduced Mayer to fashion 
through history books and costume exhibitions de-
signed by Diana Vreeland at the Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art in New York City. This unsuspecting sum-
mer visit was pivotal in Mayer’s decision to pursue a 
fashion career. He later enrolled in Linfield College in 
McMinnville, Oregon, where he received a bachelor of 
arts degree in fashion history and design in 1987. In 
1989 he earned a master of arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Connecticut in Storrs, Connecticut, double 
majoring in museum studies and fashion history.
Mayer joined the faculty at Syracuse University’s Col-
lege of Visual and Performing Arts in 1992, where he 
has been associate professor of fashion design and his-

tory for the past 17 years. He 
has also served as director of 
Fashion Study Abroad in the 
Department of International 
Programs Abroad from 1994 to 
2003. In 1995, Mayer opened 
Conover Mayer in Syracuse, 
New York, with business part-
ner and designer Todd Conover. 
Until 2006 when the company 
closed, Conover Mayer devel-
oped semi-annual collections 
of high-end women’s evening 
wear to be sold at Saks Fifth Avenue, Neiman Mar-
cus, and Bergdorf Goodman. In 2008 Mayer mounted 
a major historic fashion exhibition at the Everson Mu-
seum of Art in Syracuse, Marie Antoinette, Styling the 
18th Century Superstar, with an accompanying book 
of the same title.  R

This Week’s Program: 
SU-VPA Professor of Fashion History & Design Jeffery Mayer
from: www.vpa.syr.edu

Proffesor Jeffery Mayer

Maya Dukmasova (with mug) and Gary.
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A Look Ahead
 5 Friday • August 9 • 11:00am

RCS Board Meeting: Members Lounge

 5 Friday • August 9 • 12:00pm
RCS Meeting: Prof. Jeffery Mayer

 5 Friday • August 16 • 12:00pm
RCS Meeting: Prof. Sam Clemence

 5 Friday • August 23 • 12:00pm
RCS Meeting: Program Pending

PLEASE NOTE: This week’s RCS meeting will be presented in 
High-Definition and Dolby 5.1 Surround Sound, where available.

Movin’ On Up
The August 9 RCS Board of Directors meeting as well 
as the Club luncheon meeting will be held upstairs in 
the Members Lounge at Drumlins. We should be back 
at our usual location, the grand ballroom, for the Au-
gust 16 meeting.  R

No RCS Rotarian 
Birthdays This Week

So, this one will have to do...

LONI ANDERSON
Birthday: August 5, 1945
Best known for her character Jennifer 
Marlowe on the CBS sitcom WRKP In 
Cincinatti from 1978 through 1982 and 
frequent “passenger” on The Love Boat.

Before Onondaga Lake 
Needed a Cleanup...
Around 399 million years ago, give or take a million 
years, during the middle Devonian Period, the land now 
occupied by the city of Syracuse was south of the equa-
tor and covered by a salty sea. Eventually, the sea water 
evaporated leaving behind layers of halite and seashells 
which were eventually buried in the earth. From this 
prehistoric period, two products emerged as major re-
sources in the 19th century; salt and limestone.
Many geological events occurred over the centuries 
which shaped the land. The most recent was the Great 
Ice Age which took place approximately 20,000 years 
ago. The last sheet of ice formed the Finger Lakes, the 
Adirondack Mountains, and Onondaga Lake, in addi-
tion to other land formations in Upstate New York.  R

Welcome Back Vernon!
Vernon Lee Returns

Following a nearly two month 
absence from our Friday Rota-
ry meetings, Reverend Vernon 
Lee strolled through the double 
doors of Drumlins’ grand ball-
room last Friday, cracking his fa-
miliar half-smile. He was greeted 
by several Syracuse Rotarians, all 
eager to welcome the Past Presi-
dent back, and it wasn’t long be-
fore he was asked to provide the 

invocation which he delivered with his usual deliberate 
and pondered speech. Vern’s hiatus was not voluntary 
but necessary after some stubborn kidney stones sent 
him to the hospital where he spent several weeks recov-
ering. Welcome back Reverend.  R

549
The estimated number 
guest-star “Passengers” on 
the classic television series 
The Love Boat 1977-86 run.
see: http://www.imdb.com


