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Erick Weiss is the Founder and Creative Director of 
Honeysweet Productions, a special events production 
company in LA.  He has a BFA in Acting and Direct-
ing from Syracuse and his Masters from 
The University of Toronto. With over 
22 years of experience producing events 
nationwide, Erick specializes in fund 
raising for nonprofits as well as enter-
tainment production including award 
shows, corporate shows and concerts. 
Erick has assisted nonprofits in raising 

This Week’s Program: Erick Weiss
Founder of Honeysweet Productions and Los Angeles LA5 Rotary Club Member

millions of dollars. He has produced the GRAMMY 
Celebration since 1995 for NARAS and numerous 
shows for ASCAP.  He has produced headliners in-

cluding Garth Brooks, Paul Simon, 
The Eagles and The Black Eyed Peas to 
name just a few. His passion is in work-
ing with nonprofits to tell their stories 
in ways that inspire generosity and lead 
to the fulfillment of big dreams.  He is 
a Director on the Board for the Rotary 
Club of Los Angeles, LA5. RErick Weiss, son of PP Volker Weiss

“Scene and Herd” Reboot
After last week’s fantastic innaugural column, our own Denny Baldwin is back at it 
with anothter edition of Scene and Herd - Reboot. 

A Recap of the August 16 Syracuse Rotary Meeting
by Dennis Baldwin

his agony from kidney stones, with 
John Bertram and Vern Lee weighing 
in with their own special kidney stone 
stories. Former “roofer”, Charlie Man-
ro, happily returned from the injured re-
serve list, giving his table the low down on his recent 
fall from heights (says he’s been banned for life from 
roofs....).  Learning that Bob (Foundation Prez) Pick-
ett is an avid painter, having recently returned from 
Maine where he plied his passion, and that Pete Seif-
fert’s not so secret passion is flying radio controlled air-
planes into the wild blue yonder. And, last but not least, 
hearing the good news that Pat Spadafora is out of the 
hospital and well on the road to recovery.

You missed a good one if you weren’t able to attend 
last Friday’s meeting. It featured a terrific recap of the 
engineering history of the old Erie Canal presented by 
Prof. Samuel Clemence of SU’s LC Smith College of 
Engineering and Computer Science.

But before all that this 
was “scene and herd”.... 
Dan Morrow, dressed 
like the Chicago gang-
ster he isn’t (claims he’s 
going to a 3 day pro-
hibition celebration 
on the “River”), telling 
about his sympathetic 
parrot who mimicked see ERIE CANAL, page 2

A rare shot of Dan “The River Rat” 
Morrow of the (in a) Chicago Outfit
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Erie Canal construction cost $7.7 million  (continued from page 1)

Who’ll Be You?
Homer? Mr. Smithers? Peter? 
If you haven’t emailed a new 
picture of yourself to Rotarian 
Jim Morrow, do it now because 
when it comes time to layout 
the new club directory one of 
the these handsome cartoon 
chracters may find its way in 
place of you. Which one will 
you be?

Please email your JPG to: 
rotarypress@twcny.rr.com

Meanwhile, Prez Gary wielded his gavel to bring us to 
order (sometimes not an easy task) so that Brad could 
lead us in a rousing rendition of You’re a Grand Old 
Flag, followed by an always clever invocation by John 
Lewien featuring (in John’s words) the usual assortment 
of “absurdities and inanities”, which translated into 
some profound food for Rotarian thought like “When 
you go the last mile in doing good, there’s no traffic 
jam”, followed by the introduction of our guests includ-
ing Eastwood’s Bernie Bregman, Prez Gary’s handsome 
grandson, Nathan, and John Marsellus’ beautiful grand-
daughter, Chloe, two budding Rotarians....
Allen Kosoff then gave us a chance to empty our pock-
ets to support a very worthy cause initiated by Habitat 
for Humanity here in Syracuse to build homes for re-
turning vets. Please consider joining Allen on Septem-
ber 22 at a public relations event to “raise the wall” for 
Habitat (and help eat all those tasty pastries our Rotary 
dollars will provide). Brad again pitched our RCS Golf 
Outing, 11 AM on Thursday, August 22 at the West-
vale Golf Course. After that Tom O’Shea and Jim Glad 
came up with winning 50-50 tickets and promptly do-
nated their winnings to Allen’s Habitat collection.
On a roll, Allen introduced our speaker, Sam Clemence 
(an “engineer with a heart”), who gave us a hugely en-

tertaining and informative slide program on the stu-
pendous technological achievement (like putting a man 
on the moon) that we call the Erie Canal. Pushed by 
then Gov. DeWitt Clinton, construction of the even-
tual 363 mile canal was begun in Rome, NY on July 4, 
1817 and finally completed (but not before being called 
“that damfool dig”) on October 20, 1825 at a total cost 
of 7.7 million (that’s million) dollars, something equiv-
alent to a few billion in today’s dollar. But what a dig 
it turned out to be. Often referred to as the Mother of 
Cities (Syracuse, among them) or the Eighth Wonder 
of the World, the Erie Canal was longer by far than any 
other canal in the world, resulted in bringing New York 
City to prominence and otherwise had a huge econom-
ic impact on 19th century US. When you think that all 
of this was accomplished at a time when there were less 
than 50 engineers in the entire country, the feat is even 
more amazing (though my guess is that Brad and Sam 
could have done it on their own....). Prof. Sam con-
cluded his presentation with the very interesting tidbit 
that among the many beneficial outcomes of the old 
Erie was the predecessor of our modern ATM/drive in 
window culture--the float up bank window where the 
canawlers could replenish their coffers for the next 16 
miles on the Erie Canal.  R

Thank you Denny for another great recap. ~ Editor Jim

This Week’s Birthdays
JAMES (JIM) 
GLADZISZEWSKI 
Birthday: August 22
Joined: 1986
Energy Automation/Design Build
 
ALEX CHARTERS
Birthday: August 22
Joined: 1952
Senior Active
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A Look Ahead
 5 Friday • August 23

• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Erick Weiss of Honeysweet 
Productions, Rotarian and PP Weiss’ son

 5 Friday • August 30
• NO RCS MEETING 

in observance of Labor Day

 5 Monday • September 2
• Labor Day

 5 Friday • September 6
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Erick Erickson, 
The Use & Cultivation of Our Emotional 
Intelligence (EQi)

 5 Friday • September 13
• 11:00 am: RCS Board Meeting

• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Ed Bogucz, Syracuse Center of 
Excellence

 5 Saturday • October 26
• 7150 Rotary Leadership Institute, Verona NY

No RCS Meeting August 30
The Rotary Club of Syracuse will not meet on Friday 
August 30 in observance of Labor Day which is Mon-
day, September 2. Until Labor Day became a federal 
holiday in 1894, laborers who chose to participate in 
parades had to forfeit a day’s wages.
Other U.S. holidays in September:

• September 5 - Rosh Hashana
• September 8 - International Literacy Day
• September 8 - National Grandparents Day
• September 11 - Patriot Day
• September 13 - International Programmers’ Day
• September 14 - Yom Kippur
• September 15 - International Day of Democracy
• September 16 - Int’nl Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer
• September 17 - Constitution Day
• September 19 - First day of Sukkot
• September 19 - International Talk Like a Pirate Day
• September 20 - National POW/MIA Recognition Day
• September 21 - International Day of Peace
• September 22 - Emancipation Day
• September 22 - September equinox
• September 25 - Last day of Sukkot
• September 26 - World Maritime Day
• September 27 - World Tourism Day
• September 28 - World Rabies Day
• September 29 - World Heart Day

Habitat For Humanity Builds Home for a Veteran
Allen Kosoff took up a collection during last Friday’s 
meeting for a Habitat For Humanity “wall-raising 
event” that is being held Thursday August 22 at 9am at 
411 Yates Street in East Syracuse. Gary Wilson made 
arrangements for Harrison Bakery to deliver dough-
nuts and pastry for the event.
Army veteran Scott Brennan is the future homeown-
er at the Yates Street property. During his service in 
the Army, he fell from a tank and tore ligaments in his 
knee while training for departure to Iraq in 2006. He 
continued to train with his leg injury for a month and 
a half until he received surgery. He was later medically 

discharged from the Army and was forced to perma-
nently retire. In 2008, he came home to several family 
and financial hardships which landed him and his two 
children in a Salvation Army shelter until they received 
assistance from the VA.
The home is a 1,400 square foot ranch-style house built 
on a concrete slab. It is specially adapted and is wheel-
chair accessible for those with disabilities visiting or 
living in the home. This is the third house HFH has 
built for disabled veterans in Onondaga County.
Brennan will live there with his two children, Arianna 
and Scott Jr.
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