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Trainer, Rotary Leadership Institute Chair as well as 
District Governor in 2000-01. Ward currently serves 
Rotary Zone 31 as a Rotary Foundation Coordinator 
for three districts, Centennial Book coordinator, a fa-
cilitator at Zone 31-32 Institute, and as a facilitator in 
The Rotary Leadership Institute. He is a multiple Paul 
Harris Fellow and a Rotary Foundation Benefactor.
On top of all that and for the last ten years, he has 
has served as the editor of the infamous District 7150’s 
newsletter, Credo, a monthly 30-page publication.
CNY Books for the World is a collaborative effort 
between Rotary Clubs and Districts in Central New 
York, affiliated youth clubs, other community service 
organizations and The Second Wind Foundation. To-
gether, they provide K-6 picture/story, textbooks and 
library books to needed regions of the world, creating 
opportunities for a better way of life. 
Books are shipped to distribution centers in Africa and 
other locations throughout the world where English is 
one of the primary languages. At the central warehouse, 
boxed books are weighed, palletized and wrapped be-
fore they are shipped to Rotary Books for the World 
in Houston, Texas. Once in Houston, books from all 
USA Rotary collection centers are co-mingled, con-
tainerized and sent to third world Rotarian managed 
distribution centers.

This Week’s Program: 
CNY Books For the World
Skaneateles Rotarian Ward Vuillemot
by James Morrow

Ward Vuillemot bleeds blue and gold. Since joining 
the Skaneateles Club in 1986, he has been a Rotarian 
on a mission. To start, he was instrumental in introduc-
ing Interact into the community and coordinated the 
forming of the Skaneateles Sunrise Club, the second 
Rotary Club in Skaneateles. Additionally, he has been 
active with District 7150 on various committees; as 
Governor’s Representative, Western Region coordina-
tor, Rotary Foundation Annual Giving Chair, District 

Dues Are Past-Due
We are well into the 2013-14 Rotary year and many 
Syracuse Rotarians have yet to pay their membership 
dues. If you have not submitted your payment, please 
send your check now, payable to: The Rotary Club of 
Syracuse and mail it to:

Dan Morrow, Treasurer 
Rotary Club of Syracuse 
901 James Street 
Syracuse, NY 13203

No RCS Birthdays This Week
September 26, 1888

T. S. ELIOT 
Poet, Author and Nobel Laureate
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A Look Ahead
 5 Friday • September 27

• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Ward Vuilemot, Books for the World

 5 Friday • October 4
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Dr. Stephen Wechsler, Chiropractor 
with a few interesting specialties

 5 Friday • October 11
• 11:00 am: RCS Board Meeting

• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: Tom Henry - The Civil War

 5 Friday • October 18
• 12:00 pm: RCS Meeting

• 12:45 pm: John Tyo - Syracuse Prosthestics

How Has Your Life Been 
Changed By Rotary?
Let’s hear about your experience...
by James Morrow

I thought it would be a good idea to hear feedback 
from our members as to how they feel their lives have 
been changed by Rotary. We are one of the oldest clubs 
in the world and have influenced and touched the 
lives of countless people and organizations. None of it 
would have been possible without our own dedicated 
Rotarians.
When you have a spare minute or two, send me an email 
with your story on how Rotary has changed your life to 
share with our readers: rotarypress@twcny.rr.com.
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RLI - The Rotary 
Leadership Institute
RLI is a grassroots coalition of Rotary districts imple-
menting a leadership development program for “poten-
tial” leaders of Rotary Clubs. Established in 1992, RLI 
has become a worldwide organization with divisions 
in every Continent of the world. While it is an unoffi-
cial program of Rotary International, it has substantial 
support of a number of past Rotary International Pres-
idents and current, past and incoming R.I. Directors. 
The R.I. Board has adopted a resolution recommend-
ing RLI or similar programs to the districts and the 
Council on Legislation has twice recommended RLI 
to the Board.
RLI believes that excellent Club leadership (all types 
of club leaders) is essential to the future of Rotary in a 
complex and fast changing world. Most Rotarians have 
not been exposed to the great scope of Rotary around 
the world and have not considered what leadership 
skills are necessary to move Rotary forward. 
RLI strongly believes that a good Rotary Club leader 
must know the evolution of Rotary, its current status 

and activities in the world and have a vision for what 
Rotary can be in the future. Therefore, RLI provides a 
three day non-consecutive basic course in both Rotary 
knowledge and leadership skills, especially for volun-
tary organizations. In addition to the specific leader-
ship skills sessions, all the RLI sessions have a leader-
ship component.
In addition to the basic three day course, RLI holds in-
depth seminars on important Rotary subjects, includ-
ing leadership, for the “graduates” of the basic course.
The mission of RLI is to have the clubs in the mem-
ber districts identify those with the potential for future 
club leadership and send them to RLI courses at club 
expense. All member clubs may send any club Rotar-
ian to RLI courses and any Rotarian may attend any 
course at his/her own initiative.
The overriding goal of the courses for club Rotarians is 
to create enthusiasm for Rotary by opening up to them 
the world of Rotary outside of their own clubs and also 
showing them the great potential of Rotary service for 
the benefit of the world that can be furthered with ex-
cellent leadership in our clubs.
RLI is a general education program, while most Rotary 
International training programs are “job-specific”; that 
is R.I. trains Rotarians for specific positions. RLI is 
not a PETS or any other district training program, but 
graduates of RLI bring a greatly enhanced background 
in Rotary when they later attend job-specific programs.


