
PRESIDENT 
GARY D. WILSON

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
JAMES MORROW

SECRETARY 
RAMON LEACH

TREASURER 
DAN MORROW

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  
HAROLD SCHUMM

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTED 1912 • FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2013

The company also produces magazines such as The 
Good Life CNY and Syracuse Visitors Guide, along 
with a full calendar of special sections.
With Tim at the helm, the Syracuse Media Group has 
become a digital marketing leader, offering local and 
national advertisers even more options such as search 
engine marketing and optimization, social media man-
agement, reputation monitoring, email blasts, geo fenc-
ing and more. 
Tim has an MBA from the Kellogg School of Man-
agement at Northwestern University, and an extensive 
background in finance and publishing. 
He and his wife Susan live in Manlius with their three 
children.  z

The Temperature is Rising
Annual P&C Campaign 
by James Morrow

Since this year’s Philanthropy 
& Charity drive started back 
in October, $3,470.00 has 
been raised, or roughly 35% of 
the $10,000.00 goal. President 
Wilson has made it known 
to the club that he is pushing 
each and every Syracuse Ro-
tarian to give this year. “I’ll let 
the P&C Committee worry 
about the dollars. I am mak-
ing it my mission to achieve 
100% member participation 
this year”, said Prez Gary at 
the podium last week. As of 

When The Post-Standard and Syracuse.com came to-
gether as Syracuse Media Group earlier this year, com-
pany President Tim Kennedy and Chairman Stephen 
A. Rogers, led the transition.
The new company, Syracuse Media Group -- a digital-
ly-focused news and advertising company – now has 
more journalists than any other local news organiza-
tion and more advertising professionals than any other 
local media company. 

In June, Tim and his 
staff of Advertising, 
Marketing and Con-
tent professionals, 
moved to the com-
pany’s new head-
quarters at 220 South 
Warren St., joining 
an ongoing renais-
sance of business, re-

tail and residential growth in downtown Syracuse.
Syracuse Media Group continues to publish The 
Post-Standard seven days a week and offers a popu-
lar E-edition of the newspaper, available to readers on 
tablet, laptop and desktop computers 24/7. 
Syracuse.com – one of the top ten local websites in 
the country and Central New York’s most popular and 
most trusted local news and information site – contin-
ues to break records, doubling mobile traffic in the past 
year and garnering 28.6 million page views monthly.

This Week’s Program: The 
New Syracuse Media Group
Tim Kennedy, President
by Kathy Poliquin

$10,000

P&C Campaign
as of 11/10/2013

GOAL

NOVEMBER 15 - 11:00AM: RCS FOUNDATION MEETING • 12:00: RCS CLUB MEETING

SEE: 100%, page 3

An early rendering of Warren St. HQ.
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This Week’s Birthday
HAROLD SMALL 
November 14
Medicine - ENT
Joined: 2003

It was definitely cold outside Wednesday morning with 
an early snow on the ground and cars covered in road 
salt - already! However, it was a different story inside 
Jennifer Homeyer’s classroom where the warm smiles 
of 20 first-graders melted the hearts of the half-dozen 
Rotarians that had arrived for breakfast. As we all can 
attest, nothing can compare to the annual Christmas 
party that Mary Lou Thompson and Pat Spadafora or-
ganize each year which 
brings Santa, Batman, 
Balloonman and a 
bunch of six and sev-
en year-olds to Drum-
lins for a special Rota-
ry meeting. Well, this 
breakfast ranks up there 
with the Christmas par-
ty and it was arranged, 
again, by Mary Lou 
and the staff of McKin-
ly-Brighton.
Prez Gary and his wife 
Nancy, Jim G, Mary 
Lou, Harry, and myself 
filed in to the classroom 
to find fall place settings, hot coffee, muffins, bagels, 
juices and fruit ready for us and the kids.
I sat in a tiny chair at a table with three awesome kids 
for an hour or so; Perry, Jontae and a little girl named 
Niemi, who had a smile from ear-to-ear the whole 
time. They, as well as their classmates, were all were tru-

Having Breakfast With a Bunch of Smiles
Some Syracuse Rotarians visit McKinley-Brighton Magnet School

by James Morrow

ly excited to have grown-ups visit their classroom and 
couldn’t wait to show us their reading skills. I demon-
strated to Perry how to correctly peel a banana and he 
showed me the proper etiquette for showing someone 
a chewed-up muffin in your mouth. Jontae drew a pic-
ture of me and I, in turn, drew a cartoon of him and 
his glasses and then we all turned our name tags upside 
down.

This year’s Christmas 
party is scheduled for 
December 13 and, as 
President Wilson has 
mentioned, “If you at-
tend one meeting this 
year, make sure it is the 
Christmas party meet-
ing”, and every mem-
ber is encouraged to 
attend. Before we left 
the school on Wednes-
day there was talk about 
repeating the break-
fast event again in the 
spring. If Mary Lou 
and McKinly-Brighton 

set another date, this will be another “can’t miss” event.
I would like to say thank you to Ms. Homeyer, her 
teaching assistants, principal Amanda Williams, the 
staff at McKinly-Brighton Magnet School, as well as 
Mary Lou, for a wonderful morning with the kids. I  
look forward to the next time.  z

Dues Are WAY Past-Due
We are well into the 2013-14 Rotary year and there are 
still 15 Syracuse Rotarians out there that have yet to pay 
their membership dues. If you are one of the guilty ones 
that has not submitted your payment, please send your 
check now, payable to: The Rotary Club of Syracuse and 
mail it to: Dan Morrow, Treasurer, Rotary Club of Syracuse 
901 James Street, Syracuse, NY 13203
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A LOOK AHEAD
NOVEMBER 15

11:00 am 
RCS Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Syracuse Media Group

NOVEMBER 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
MOST - Tony Ortega

NOVEMBER 28
Thanksgiving

NOVEMBER 29
NO RCS MEETING

DECEMBER 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Jean McLeod

November 10, approximately 
25% of Syracuse's members have 
donated. At the Executive Board 
meeting on November 8, there 
was talk of pushing the cut off 
date for the drive into January, 
allowing more time for the P&C 
Committee to review grant appli-
cations. Anyone that may know 
of a 501c3 organization that is 
seeking to apply for a grant, send 
them to our club's website, www.
syracuserotary.org and click on 
P&C.  z

100% CLUB PARTICIPATION
from page 1

RCS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
October 11, 2013 at Drumlins

Recorded By RCS Secretary: Ramon Leach • Approved by the Board of Directors November 8, 2013

Present:  Gary Wilson, Ray Leach, Bob Pick-
ett, Jim Morrow, Vern Lee, Peter Seiffert, 
Brad Strait, Tom O’Shea, Al Falcone, Dan 
Morrow, Volker Weiss, Mary Lou Thomp-
son 

Meeting was called to order by President 
Wilson at 11:00 AM.

MMSA  minutes for Sept. 13, 2013 meet-
ing. 

Secretary Ray Leach reported on several 
items:

1. Request for funds from Inter-religious 
Food Consortium— Action: Item to be 
referred to P & C Committee.

2. RI supplied us with “Resources for Club 
Officers 2013-2014” publication President 
Wilson will be added to the list for receiv-
ing updates.

3. D7150 Annual Foundation Meeting 
will be held Sunday Nov. 3, 2013 from 1-3 
PM at Tradition at the Links.  Vern Lee will 
attend.

4. Rotarian Ron Simon submitted his 
resignation as he now lives in Bingham-
ton area.  Board accepted his resignation 
effective as of June 30, 2013.

5. A request for funds from Syracuse 
University student Kristen L. Carey to help 
defray expenses for a volunteer field trip 
to Baja Mexico to advance the science and 
practice of conserving Earth’s biological 
diversity.  She will be living in a rural 
community and teaching them about 
sustainability and helping them to learn 
English.  They will also be building a new 
Math building and doing various trail 
work jobs.  Board passed a motion to fund 
up to $300.00 pending a vetting job report 
by Tom O’Shea.

MMSA to accept quarterly treasurer’s 

report submitted by Dan Morrow.

MMSA to reduce the initial 50/50 drawing 
from $100.00 to $25.00.  This will be done 
for the next drawing after the present 
drawing sequence has been won.

MMSA to pay two bills from Pen and Tro-
phy Co. for last year’s Youth Recognition 
Program.

Bob Pickett reported for Foundation 
Committee.  They have been looking at 
investment possibilities for funds and 
considering policy for making grants.

Jim Morrow reported for Program Com-
mittee.  Programs are in good shape.  
Oct. 25 program will be either Director 
of Everson Museum or Central NY Arts 
Foundation.

Peter Seiffert reported for Membership 
Committee.  No new applications at pres-
ent.  Our current membership with Ron 
Simon’s resignation stands at (49).

Brad Strait reported for Activities Com-
mittee.  Looking at a couple concert dates 
in November and getting set to do the 
bell ringing for Salvation Army Christmas 
fund raising. This will be at Shoppingtown 
Center.  Date not set.

Interact Program: No report as Chairman 
Pat Spadafora out for Surgery.

Mary Lou Thompson re Children’s 
Christmas Program: Date either Dec. 6 or 
Dec. 13, depending on school meeting 
schedules.

Meeting adjourned at 11:56 by President 
Wilson.

Respectfully submitted, 
Ramon D. Leach, Secretary, 
Rotary Club of Syracuse   
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