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Syracuse Rotary to Host More Than 45 Children For Lunch
Don’t Miss This Year’s Annual Christmas Party   by James Morrow

SEE: THANK YOU, page 2

DECEMBER 13
11:30 am 

Annual Holiday Party

Come Early 
NO BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 20
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Dominick Robinson 

Northside UP

DECEMBER 27
NO RCS MEETING

JANUARY 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
YMCA - Hal Welch

JANUARY 10
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm 
Symphoria

A LOOK AHEAD

The stockings are hung, the gifts are wrapped, Batman 
is booked and Santa has it marked on his calendar to 
visit Drumlins for the annual Christmas Party host-
ed by The Rotary Club of Syracuse. For the last sev-
eral years, the Syracuse City School District has sent 
groups of special needs children from as many as five 
schools to meet Santa Claus and have lunch with Ro-
tarians, a tradition that began in 1918. As in years past, 
each child will have the chance to meet Santa, receive 
their own wrapped Christmas present and have lunch 
with Rotarians, a ballon-man and the caped-crusader. 
Mary Lou Thompson has, yet again, taken charge of 
the tasks involved in making the event a memorable 
one for the kids, as well as everyone else involved. Each 
gift will be  wrapped and tagged with a child’s name 
that Santa will call forward to receive their present. 
One thing that makes this event special to the children 

is the fact that the gift each child opens at their table 
is a toy that they actually asked for prior to the party. 
Mary Lou spends the weeks leading up to the party 
coordinating the with the teachers to ensure the wish 
lists are accurate and the toys requested are available.  
In many cases, circumstances at home are the cause for 
the kids in these groups to have behavioral and de-
velopmental issues. Mary Lou states, “Rarely do these 
children have an opportunity to talk, one-on-one, with 
an adult that plays a positive role in their lives. It is 
rewarding to watch them open up and begin a conver-
sation with a grown up”.
So, as President Wilson said from the podium last 
week, “If you come to one or two meetings a year, make 
sure that you come to this one”. The festivities will be 
in place of our regular Friday club meeting and also 
preempt the monthly board meeting.  z

VIEW PAST ISSUES OF YOUR 
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

www.syracuserotary.org

Scene & Herd - Reboot
by a concerned Syracuse Rotarian

It was a festive occasion, with lots of recovering bell 
ringers. Seems Pat Spadafora had to bring his own bell 
to the party, while Bob Pickett’s bell accidentally went 
into the Salvation Army kettle. However, all envied 
Volker’s bell--apparently a bell above all bells. And all 
for a very good cause. Thanks guys and gals.
Speaking of good causes, our guest and future speaker, 
Jean McLeod, generously contributed to the Happy 
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Dollar fund, largely because she was able to be with us, 
after a long, tiring and harrowing flight from Africa, 
where to top it off, her bags were lost. Thanks so much 
Jean, but oh for the friendly skies again. In a different 
vein, Dan Morrow put in a dollar because all his guests 
had left....
Santa Volker stepped up to give us his Austrian ver-
sion of the history of St. Nicholas Day. And, kids, that’s 
how Santa came about. Ho, ho, ho!
We all offered prayers for perennial guest and sweet-
heart, Nancy Strait, who has been hospitalized. We’re 
there for you and Nancy, Brad.
Next week’s (this week’s) program features our tradi-
tional Holiday Party for needy kids. Mary Lou Thomp-
son has once again put her whole self into this joyous 
effort, so please join us this Friday to be a part of the 
festive celebration (and thank ML and her team for 

their tireless work).
Thinking of thanks, 
let’s give a special 
shout out to Harry 
Schumm who for 
years has been our 
man at the till every 
Friday noon. Way to 
go, Harry. You’re the 
best!

Doug Smith gave a heart felt pitch for this year’s P&C 
fund, suggesting that each of us consider dedicating a 
special gift in memory of the great Nelson Mandela. 
BTW folks, we’re about halfway to our $10,000 goal 
so if you haven’t given yet, please do so before year end. 
Lots of good people are counting on Syracuse Rotary’s 
continued support.
Doug also introduced our speaker, Peter Dunn, Presi-
dent and CEO of the CNY Community Foundation, 
now over 86 years young and going strong. The CNY-
CF has over 600 different funds, including donor ad-
vised funds, all contributing to the betterment of CNY. 
Interestingly, Peter said that the CNYCF was the ini-
tial funder of the Frank Hiscock Legal Aid Society, 
one of the area’s premiere providers of legal services for 
the poor.
Making about $8 million in grants last year alone, the 
Foundation is the largest scholarship provider in CNY 
outside of the educational institutions themselves. Pe-
ter concluded his presentation by sharing some of the 
recent trends in grants and giving and referring to a 
recent study which indicated that today there is over 
$60 billion of wealth in CNY, 40% of which will be 
transferred to others in the next 10 years. Pete said 
that the CNYCF remains hard at work to assure that 
a goodly amount of that green remains right here in 
CNY.  Amen.  z

from page 1
Thank you, Harry

Vehicles Vandalized Friday in Drumlins Parking Lot
At the conclusion of last week’s meeting, one of our members witnessed a 
person of “questionable stature” vandalizing vehicles that were parked ad-
jacent to the ballroom entrance of Drumlins Country Club. Other reports 
state that it was apparent the vandal had good taste because he was wearing 
nice shoes and a blazer. The damage was found on the doors and side panels 
of vehicles belonging to Syracuse Rotarians while they were attending their 
weekly lunch meeting inside the Drumlins facility.
Thankfully, the defacing was minor and limited to only two or three vehicles.  
No injuries were reported. Anyone with information that may lead to the 
apprehension of the perpetrator or may have discovered similar damage on 
other vehicles, please contact the proper authorities.  z

President Wilson and Peter Dunn
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Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. New Member Application
Publication Week 2: In 
Accordance With the 
By-Laws of the Rotary 
Club of Syracuse, Inc.
Membership Committee

Prospective Member: 
Thomas Scott Kelso
By-Law Article X - Elec-
tion to Membership, Sec-
tion 1 -  Active members, 
Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the 
application to the Classifi-
cations and Memberships 
Committees, the name of the 
proposed member, the firm 
represented, the classifica-
tion under which he or she 
is proposed, and the name 
of the sponsor shall be pub-
lished in the Rotary Press for 
two successive weeks, during 
which period any member of 
the Syracuse Rotary Club in 
good standing may file writ-
ten objections with the Ro-
tary Office, which shall refer 
the same to the proper com-
mittee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the 
publication an the delibera-
tions of Classifications and 
Membership Committees, 
the Committees shall report 
at the next meeting of the 
Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend 
approval, the Membership 
Committee shall move for 
election of the prospective 
member.  z

DECEMBER 13, 2013

ROTARY CLUB of SYRACUSE 
New Member Application Date: November_20, 2013___  

Once applicant is accepted for membership, this information will be added to the club’s 

database so please print legibly and fill in the application completely. Thank you.  

Name __Thomas Scott Kelso_________ Badge Name ___Scott___________________ 

Preferred e-mail address _____jib47@msn.com________________________________  

Cell phone ___315 415 6129_______________  

Birth Date (year is confidential for RI use only) Month __05__ Date __20__ Year ______ 

Spouse/Partner ______Sue________________________________________________  

Home address: Street ____5145 Jupiter Inlet Way______________________________  

City __Syracuse______________________ State __NY_______ Zip __13215________  

Home phone ___315 214 3163__________  

Employer ____Catholic Charities ____________________________________________ 

Position/Title ___Chief Financial Officer________________________________________  

Work address: Street ___1654 West Onondaga Street____________________________  

City ____Syracuse__________________________State __NY________ Zip __13204___

Work phone __315 424 1800_________________  

Please check one: 

__X__This is a new application for membership.  

Sponsor ____Ray Leach___________________________________________________  

Sponsor e-mail__rabaleach@juno.com________________Phone____315 492  1137___  

____ Applicant is requesting reinstatement in the Rotary Club of Syracuse.  

Former years of membership __________________________________  

____Applicant is a former member of _____________________________________Club 

City__________________________________ State ________Country ______________  

Year joined: _____________ Resigned: ____________  

Positions held: ___________________________________________________________  

RI membership # _________________  

Please submit application to: Secretary, Ray Leach, or mail it to Rotary Club of Syracuse, 

C/O Drumlins, 800 Nottingham Road, Syracuse, NY 13224-2298.  



SEND ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS, PHOTOS AND COMMENTS TO: rotarypress@twcny.rr.com 
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