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This Week’s Program:
P&C Update
Committee
Northside Urban Partnership P&C
Denny Baldwin reports good
Dominic Robinson, Director

Programs Committee; from: www.northsideup.org

The mission of the Northside Urban Partnership
(Northside UP) is to improve the quality of life for
Syracuse city residents, particularly within its Near
Northside neighborhoods.

Robinson, director of Northside UP and writer for The Post Standard..

The organization’s website states, “We convene citizens,
organizations, businesses and institutions to identify common interests and work towards tangible outcomes. We work to foster neighborhood revitalization
by creating financial, artistic and civic opportunities
for members of our community. Our efforts ultimately
fall within three categories: People, Place and Business.
These three pillars create the foundation upon which
we build our work”.
Northside UP is collaboratively sponsored by CenterState CEO, Catholic Charities of Onondaga County, St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center, the Greater
North Salina Business Association and the Franciscan
Church of the Assumption. Each of these organizations has unique strengths, identities, and influences,
which Northside UP leverages to take an integrated,
comprehensive approach to neighborhood revitalization.
Robinson’s work on the Northside started when he
met a Franciscan friar in 2005. Despite nearly a 50 year
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P&C Campaign
as of 12/17/2013

GOAL

progress on this year’s P&C $10,000
fund raising campaign, but
to paraphrase Robert Frost,
we have miles to go before
we sleep... So far 25 generous
Syracuse Rotarians (out of 49
members) have pledged and/
or given a total of $5,495 or
just over half of our $10,000
goal. And of those 24 members, 10 have increased their
gifts over last year and 5 are
brand new givers! That’s terrific, but we will need the support of those other 25 members if we’re going to hit our goal and achieve 100%
participation. So if you’re among those 25 who are still
considering the level of your support, please make your
decision soon, tie that gift to Santa’s sleigh and have
it delivered to Drumlins before he drives out of sight!
Remember that lots of needy folks in the Syracuse area
depend on our Club’s continued generosity (so far we
have 19 grant applications submitted to P&C for consideration this year) and that, uniquely, 100% of your
gift is used to help fund our coveted Syracuse Rotary
Foundation grants.
If you need a pledge card for this year’s drive, ask Jim
Gladziszewski at Friday’s meeting or send him an
email at: jglad@eainc.us. He would happy to accommodate your request.
Thanks so much for helping Syracuse Rotary continue to make its mark on our community in the second
hundred years. Happy holidays to all. z
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A LOOK AHEAD
DECEMBER 20

JANUARY 10

11:00 am
RCS Foundation Meeting

12:00 pm
RCS Club Meeting

12:00 pm
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm
Symphoria

12:45 pm
Dominick Robinson
Northside UP

JANUARY 17

12:00 pm
RCS Club Meeting

DECEMBER 27
NO RCS MEETING

12:45 pm
Tim’s Pumpkin Patch

JANUARY 3

JANUARY 24

12:00 pm
RCS Club Meeting

12:00 pm
RCS Club Meeting

12:45 pm
YMCA - Hal Welch

12:45 pm
David Sutkowsky

Robinson Helped Vision Become Reality
from page 1

age difference, Canice Connors and Robinson became
fast friends. Canice was then directing Franciscan Collaborative Ministries, which provided an impressive
array of ministries and services to people living in the
Northside of Syracuse. Canice’s vision expanded beyond social services, however. He wanted to initiate a
movement, one rooted in creativity and collaboration,
that was dedicated to ‘radically’ improving quality of
life on the Northside and begin breaking the cycle of

A Rewarding Experience
by James Morrow

Last Friday, due to Charlie Manro’s car trouble, I had
the opportunity to put on Santa’s suit for the benefit of
the kids who attended our Christmas party. What an
experience! To look into the eyes of each child as they
came up to receive their gift from Santa was more than
fulfilling. As adults, we forget what it was like to meet
Santa, sit on his lap and give him a list for Christmas.
Knowing that most of these children live complicated
lives under less than ideal circumstances makes the experience all the more rewarding. It is truly humbling
to give so little to them - sharing in a conversation, a
smile from Santa - and to then see them take so much
away from it, as though it may be the highlight of their
season. The children were delighted to take away the
one gift they had been hoping for, and I am amazed
each year at the time and effort put into this event by
Mary Lou Thompson that results in that joy. It was a
moving experience for everyone and is a poignant reminder that the holiday season should focus more on
service above self rather than the commercialized haze
we sometimes find ourselves in. Happy Holidays. z
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poverty that the neighborhood had come to know over
several decades. Robinson was invited to help make
this vision a reality in December of 2006.

Robinson states, “It’s amazing to think what has happened in a few short years. From philosophical conversations over coffee, to the Northside Collaboratory and
Northside UP, we have made incredible and unexpected progress. It’s been made possible by the countless
people that have supported our efforts over the years
and the many colleagues that have joined me in this
organization. I am truly blessed to do creative, fulfilling
work, while being surrounded by creative and kind people. The neighborhood still has a ways to go, but I am
hopeful about the direction in which we’re headed. z
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Scene and Herd Reboot - A Recap of This Year’s Christmas Party
No Friday the 13th stuff here, as all was very merry and
festive at today's RCS annual holiday party for needy
kids in the Syracuse schools. It's always a heartwarming occasion, and if you missed it, you missed a good
one.
Santa's elves were on hand, with Chief Elf, Tom
O'Shea, leading the fun. Mary Lou said that about 47
happy and excited kids were on hand to receive their
specially tailored gifts from Santa (who looked amazingly like incoming prez, Jim Morrow). Apparently
Santa's landing on Drumlins' roof was a little scary, but
he recovered nicely and handled his role with ease.

It certainly was a scene to
behold when Santa finally arrived (it's said that
our traditional Santa had
a flat tire on the way and
called for an able replacement, which he got). The
kids, all jumping for joy,
gathered around Santa,
eager to say hello and put
a word in for their favorAdmiring her face painting.
ite gift. In a word, they
were adorable. When it came time for Santa to hand
out the presents, they were even more adorable, with a
few of the packages almost as big as the recipient.
We had a nice turnout of Rotarians as well, so many
that Angie and her team were scrambling to find places
and table settings. She and her team at Drumlins are
terrific and take great good care of us-- thanks so much
and Merry Christmas, Angie, et al!
Good holiday music was also abundant, with Rotarian Dick Ford at the piano, along with his Christmas
singers. The enthusiasm was so high that even a few
Rotarians were looking for their gift, a search tempered
by past prez Jim G who when confronted by one Rotarian as to where his gift was, said something to the
effect that the naughty and nice principle was probably
at work.... Kudos to Mary Lou, her team of elves and
the various school administrators who worked so hard
to assure that 47 kids got a holiday party second to
none. Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good day! z
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