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This Week’s Program: Baltimore Woods Nature Center
Mary Kate Intaglietta, Executive Director 

Baltimore Woods Nature Center is a not-
for-profit environmental education or-
ganization committed to promoting en-
vironmental awareness, understanding, 
and responsible natural resource steward-
ship among all people, especially children. 
BWNC accomplishes this through teach-
ing and interactive programs that take place 
at Baltimore Woods headquarters in Mar-
cellus as well as in urban, suburban, and 
other rural landscapes of Central New York. 
The Centers for Nature Education, Inc. 
was originally formed as Onondaga Nature Centers 
in 1966 and was instrumental in developing the Bea-
ver Lake Nature Center, which is now an Onondaga 
County Park, and the Cayuga Nature Center in Ithaca, 
which was turned over to another private organization 
in 1982.
Their name was changed to Centers for Nature Educa-
tion after the Beaver Lake Nature Center was turned 
over to Onondaga County for management. In Janu-
ary, 2008, members voted to adopt a name change to 
Baltimore Woods Nature Center (BWNC).
BWNC has six full-time staff members, four part-
time staff members, and an army of volunteers imple-
menting thier mission. The land at Baltimore Woods’ 

headquarters is the first of over 37 natural 
areas that Central New York Land Trust 
has acquired since 1972. Over 2000 acres 
of CNY Land Trust properties preserve 
the geological variety and subtle beauty of 
Central New York. Baltimore Woods is a 
mature hardwood forest interspersed with 
hemlock.
BWNC has received significant financial 
support from the Syracuse City School 
District and area corporations to bring sci-
ence-based nature education programs into 

the Syracuse city schools. The “Nature in the City” pro-
grams teach important natural science concepts to ele-
mentary children through meaningful interaction with 
their neighborhood environment. 
A 2003 graduate of LeMoyne College, Mary Kate In-
taglietta holds a B.A. in English with concentration 
in communications. Since graduating from college, 
she said she has dedicated her career to working with 
non-profit organizations across Central New York, and 
for a short time in Texas. She has held positions with 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society, American Heart As-
sociation and the United Way of Central New York 
and is currently the Executive Director of Baltimore 
Woods Nature Center.  z

Mary Kate Intaglietta

Welcome to the Club: Mike Masci 
Newest member of The Rotary Club of Syracuse is also the youngest
Mike’s induction brings the membership total of Syracuse Rotary to 52 active 
members to hold our number six ranking in District 7150 behind Utica, DeWitt, 
Oneida, Skaneateles, and Rome. Without divulging Mike’s date of birth, he is 
currently the youngest member of the Club by a margin of two months.  z
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Scene and Herd Reboot
A Recap of Last Week’s Rotary Meeting

Neither snow, nor sleet 
nor (especially) heavy 
rain can deter Rotarians 
from getting to Drum-
lins on Friday, and to-
day was no exception. 
A good crowd gathered 
to enjoy lively conver-
sation, good food and 
a very engaging and in-
formative speaker.
Prez Gary gaveled us to 
order at the appointed hour so that Brad 
Strait could lead us in a rousing patriot-
ic song (which we almost got right....) 
and John Lewien could invoke us in his 
typically unique and amusing way, this 
time celebrating George Washington’s 
birthday (who he reminds us couldn’t 
lie because it would have had a devas-
tating effect on American folk lore....).
No red queen today for the 50-50 
drawing, so come next week to try to 
draw the good lady from the remaining 
48 cards. Lots of happy dollars though, 
including one from Volker who was 
happy because he was happy....
Pete Seiffert, hard working Mem-
bership Chair, introduced our newest 
member, Mike Masci, a financial ser-

vices advisor, who gave an ex-
tremely thoughtful response 
indicating how glad he is to 
be a member of the Club. 
Among his observations: “Be 
the change you want to see in 
the world.” Welcome, Mike. 
We’re so glad you joined us.
This week’s program featured 
Christina Callahan, newly 
minted Executive Direc-
tor of the Syracuse Region-

al Airport Authority which soon will 
succeed the City of Syracuse as sole 
operator of Syracuse’s Hancock Inter-
national Airport. She gave us a very in-
formative presentation on the origins of 
the Authority, its successes so far and 
its plans for the future--all very posi-
tive including some new restaurants 
and enhanced air service. Air service 
remains the Authority’s #1 priority for 
lots of reasons including the fact that 
it’s a strong catalyst for the area’s con-
tinued economic development. All in 
all, Christina’s message about the future 
of the Syracuse Airport was upbeat and 
forward looking, a very welcomed per-
spective which sometimes can be over 
shadowed by the purveyors of doom 
and gloom.  z

FEBRUARY 28
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Mary Kate Intaglietta, 
Executive Director, 
Baltimore Woods Nature 
Center

MARCH 7
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
2013-14 Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation Grant Awards: 
There should be a large 
group in attendance, so 
don’t miss it!

MARCH 14
11:00 am 
RCS Executive Board 
Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Open Schedule

MARCH 21
11:00 am 
Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Marilyn 
Higgins, VP Community 
Engagement & Economic 
Development at SU

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

RCS Statitics
Some Facts About 
Syracuse Rotary

22.19
Current average length 
of a Syracuse Rotarian’s 
membership in years.

1,265
Cummulative length of 

current Syracuse Rotarian 
membership in years.

1952
Year that the current 

longest serving member 
joined Syracuse Rotary.

230
Number of Syracuse 
Rotarians in 1913.

485
Number of Syracuse 
Rotarians in 1962.

$197
Dues increase since 1913.

Christina Callahan
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The 101-Year-Old Syracuse Rotary Club to Award $25,500

FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2014 • 12 NOON 
DRUMLINS COUNTRY CLUB 

800 NOTTINGHAM ROAD • SYRACUSE

The Club’s Own Foundation Will Hand Out Checks to 14 Area Charities on March 7

The President of The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc., 
Gary Wilson, and the President of The Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, Inc., Robert Pickett, jointly announced at 
a recent Rotary meeting the awarding of the  2013-14 
Syracuse Rotary grants, funded by the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the Club. Car-
rying on a long tradition of service to the community, 
Syracuse Rotary’s most recent grantees include 14 local 
not-for-profit agencies reflecting a variety of commu-
nity needs with grants ranging from $1000 to $6000 
for a total giving of $25,500. 
Over the years, in keeping with its motto of “Service 
Above Self ”, The Rotary Club of Syracuse has funded 
many other worthy local not for profit organizations 
which help to make Greater Syracuse a better place 
to live and work. The Club will entertain grant appli-
cations again this summer for announcement in the 
fall. For more information, please consult the Syracuse 
Rotary web site at syracuserotary.org and click on the 
P&C page.
A formal award ceremony will take place during a spe-
cial meeting of the club. All media is invited.

To: All Media 
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Dennis Baldwin, 315.436.0896 
Re: 2013-14 Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc.  Grants 

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. grantees include:
• InterFaith Works of CNY, $1500 to help underwrite the 

redesign of its web site;

• Muscular Dystrophy Association, $1500 to support 
its summer 2014 camping program;

• Success by 6, United Way of CNY, $1500 to support 
its popular Christmas Bureau book distribution;

•  YMCA of Greater Syracuse, $1500 to provide summer 
scholarships for its venerable Camp Iroquois;

• Signature Band and Choir Camp, $1500 to support 
its unique summer camp scholarships;

• Learning Disabilities Association of CNY, $1500 
to provide additional lap tops for use by its special needs clients;

• Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways, $1000 to aid its 
innovative Be a Friend First program;

• OnPoint for College, $1000 to help fund its spring 2014 
campus tours for prospective college students;

• Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County, $2000 
to support its creative Syracuse Imagination Library program;

• Newland Center for Adult Learning, $2000 to 
purchase much needed textbooks;

• Clear Path for Veterans, $1500 to help underwrite the 
cost of shelter service dogs for veterans with PTSD;

• Center for Community Alternatives, $1500 to 
support an upgrade of its computer system;

• Syracuse Grows, $1500 to help fund its web site redevelop-
ment;

• Matthew 25 Farm, $6000 to fund a vitally needed water 
well to facilitate its unique mission of providing free produce for 
those in need.

www.syracuserotary.org
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