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From Our Archives: Camp Goodwill, the Best in Community Service 
In 1958, after considerable 
searching, Syracuse Rotary, 
through the newly created Syr-
acuse Rotary Foundation, pur-
chased a large farm of 69 acres 
along Chittenango Creek in 
Madison County then called 
Rippling Rhythm Farms. Rota-
ry Park, the new home of Camp 
Goodwill was born that Fall. Im-
mediately, under the supervision 
of the Syracuse Rotary Founda-
tion, a five year plan was designed 
and put into operation, under the 
inspired leadership of J. Clancy Hopkins who coined 
the motto once posted above the camp assembly hall 
door: “In Doing Good, Let Us Not Grow Tired.” 
As time went on it became obvious that the program 
at Camp Goodwill had grown to the point where it 
was no longer feasible for Syracuse Rotary to contin-
ue to operate it. In 1980 the New York State Easter 
Seal Society leased, and a year later took title to, Ro-
tary Park and full responsibility for the operation of 

Camp Goodwill, with Syracuse 
Rotary’s continued assistance. In 
1983, then RI President, Wil-
liam Skelton, joined District 715 
Governor and New York State 
Easter Seals President, Rotari-
an Jack Luchsinger, for a tour of 
Camp Goodwill at which time 
President Skelton recognized 
Camp Goodwill as “represen-
tative of the best in community 

and humanitarian service by Ro-
tary Clubs around the world.”
In 1994 Easter Seals, in a con-

solidation and realignment of its program, determined 
that it also could no longer continue to operate the 
camp which, by prior agreement, then reverted in 1995 
to the Syracuse Rotary Foundation which in turn sold 
the land and facilities to an interested not for profit en-
tity named High Esteem which continued to operate 
a summer camp for handicapped children until only 
recently under the name of Camp Goodwill in accor-
dance with a license from Syracuse Rotary.  z

This Week’s Program:  
The Syracuse Rotary Foundation 2013-14 Check Presentation
Join us this Friday noon, March 7 at Drumlins for a 
gala celebration and reception with our 2013-14 grant 
recipients. Continuing Syracuse Rotary’s long tradi-
tion of service above self, our grants this year range 
from $1000 to $6000 to a variety of local not for profit 
agencies, who like Rotary, continue to strive to make 
Greater Syracuse a better place to live and work. Total 
Syracuse Rotary giving this year amounts to $25,500, 
reflecting the success of our recently concluded P&C 

campaign which achieved each of its twin goals; 
$10,000 and 100% Club member participation. Club 
President, Gary Wilson, will be joined by Syracuse 
Rotary Foundation President, Bob Pickett, in congrat-
ulating the recipients and presenting their respective 
grant checks. This is a “don’t miss” meeting, so let’s plan 
on a huge (with apologies to Billy) attendance this Fri-
day to  join Gary and Bob in giving each of our grant 
recipients a rousing Syracuse Rotary welcome.  z

1983: L to R, RI Director John Van Cott, RI Director 
Charles Fogel, PDG Bill Cluse, PDG Paul Scantton, RI 
President William Skelton, DG and NYS Easter Seals 
President Jack Lucksinger.

WELCOME 2013-2014 SYRACUSE ROTARY FOUNDATION GRANT RECIPIENTS!

**  UPDATE: THIS WEEK’S MEETING WILL BE IN DRUMLIN’S NEW UNIVERSITY ROOM, THE FORMER MEMBER’S LOUNGE**
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Scene and Herd Reboot
A Recap of Last Week’s Rotary Meeting

Winter just isn’t going away soon, so Prez Elect and 
Press Editor par excellence, Jim Morrow, got with the 
program and gave his happy dollar today because their 
family snowman hasn’t melted yet... and isn’t likely to 
for the foreseeable future...

Humor was abun-
dant today, in 
many shapes and 
forms. For exam-
ple, our Resident 
Humorist, John 
Lewien, gave the 
invocation, advo-
cating heart health 
and a good walk in 
the woods (antici-
pating our speaker 
today no doubt) 
to help further 
that goal...so long 
as you don’t for-
get to return. He 

also managed to get a plug in for Orange basketball 
at the end, saying “Amen and Go Orange!” Not to be 
outdone, when Mary Lou announced the 50-50 raf-
fle, she advised that the Red Queen is easy to locate 
since it’s “always in the middle” to which our ever alert 
Prez quickly replied, “Yeah, so long as you’re down to 
3 cards....”
Lots of talk at one table about Amtrak’s auto train and 
the pluses and minuses. A plus is the good dinner (in-
cluding an old fashioned white table cloth) which they 
will cheerfully bring to your compartment if you can’t 

get to the dining car. A minus is the claustrophobia 
brought on by the upper bunk, assuming you can figure 
out how to get up there in the first place....
Al Falcone confessed that while spending April in Par-
is (that has a certain ring to it...) he and Francoise will 
be celebrating 58 years of happy married bliss. Way to 
go, Doc! And many more.
We were treated to a delightful virtual walk in the 
woods today by Mary Kate Intaglietta, Executive Di-
rector of the Baltimore Woods Nature Center (appar-
ently named so because a prior farmer owner of the land 
used to ship all his cattle to Baltimore). Mary Kate was 
enthusiastic and informative about the many opportu-
nities at BWNC to become better aware of and enjoy 
nature, including an innovative program with the Syr-
acuse Schools called “Nature in the City” which brings 
science-based nature education programs into the ele-
mentary schools. Lots of good stuff going on out there 
in Marcellus at this very parent/kid friendly place, so 
while winter lasts, make the best of it and go out to 
Baltimore Woods to do some quality snow shoeing.  z
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MARCH 7
12:00 pm: 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 2013-14 Syracuse 
Rotary Foundation Grant 

Awards Presentation

MARCH 14
11:00 am 

RCS Executive Board

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Open Schedule

MARCH 21
11:00 am 

Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Marilyn Higgins

MARCH 28
12:00 pm: 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: Kristen Carey: 
An update on her trip to 

Baha, Mexico 

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

From L to R: Mary Kate Intaglietta, the 
mug, President Wilson

This Week’s Birthday
JACK LUCHSINGER, PDG
Birthday: March 3 
Joined RCS : June 1995 
Insurance Administration


