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This Week’s Program: Kristen Carey

The SUNY ESF senior is back from Baja, Mexico and will tell us about her experience
Hello! My name is Kristen
Carey. I am a senior at SUNY
ESF studying Conservation Biology. In December
I was given the opportunity to travel to Baja, Mexico. More specifically a little
town called Agua Vergde,
which means green water in
Kristen Carey
Spanish, and the name holds
true. It is indeed an area where the ocean is green while
the sky is blue. In total, my group and I spent 10 days
there, each living with different families in the community. My Spanish was at about a 3-year-old’s speaking
ability. The most I could say was; hello, good morning,
thank you very much, and different varieties of Spanglish! There were classmates who struggled with their
Spanish as well but, several others spoke fluently. Even
with the lack of Spanish we were able to form a bond
of friendship and trust which I find difficult to explain.

STUDENT RECOGNITION AWARDS
FRIDAY, MAY 30 AT 11:00AM, DRUMLINS

The project that we were assigned to do was to complete Romona’s house, the matriarch of the village.
She asked for our help because her house had incredible rain damage and she did not know how to fix it.
During our project we reinforced walls with a cement
and sand mix and sanded areas so they could fit like
puzzle pieces, which allowed no rain to pass. In the days
that followed we built a cement pole that allowed for a
more sound structure and painted the building to make
it more appealing and homey. In the end, Romona was
incredibly grateful and, for the first time all week, she
was speechless! Many of Ramona’s children, who built
a house a couple trees away, would wake up when we
did, eat breakfast with us, help in any task we had, or
just run around us in circles. Having this connection
with these kids was very special and I look forward to
showing you pictures and sharing some stories.
Furthermore I hope this was able to give you a taste
of what my experience down to Mexico was like and I
look forward to meeting you all on Friday. z

WE ‘RE BACK IN THE ONONDAGA ROOM
FRIDAY, MARCH 28 (formerly The Main Ballroom)

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS
MARCH 28

APRIL 4

APRIL 11

APRIL 18

12:00 pm:
RCS Club Meeting

12:00 pm:
RCS Club Meeting

11:00 am
RCS Board Meeting

11:00 am
Foundation Board Meeting

Program: Kristen Carey:
An update on her trip to
Baha, Mexico

Program: Dr. William
Roberts - Harbor Master at
Skaneateles Lake

12:00 pm:
RCS Club Meeting

12:00 pm:
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Steve Butler from
CNY Arts

Program: Mark Tierno Cazenovia College
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Scene and Herd Reboot -

A Recap of Last Week’s Rotary Meeting

Prez Gary gaveled us to order
Joe’s Hospital’s coveted Workers
today with the sage observation
Award but her day job is Vice
that there are only 364 days left
President of Community Enuntil it’s spring again.... Sure feels
gagement and Economic Devellike it. As we settled down, resiopment at SU which means she’s
dent humorist, John Lewien, was
in charge of two big SU initiaseen passing around a memo re
tives--the Syracuse Connective
the Inexperienced Chili Taster. If
Corridor and the Near West Side
you haven’t seen it yet, ask John
Initiative. Marilyn shared with
or Google it, as it’s very funny.
us the successes (and challenges)
Seems like it was Brad Strait Day
of both projects, observing that
at Syracuse Rotary, as our illusin the process of managing them
trious Past Prez led us in song (a
she discovered that unlikely coaliMembership chair, Peter Seiffert, pins a Rotary
robust version of America), gave
tions can lead to solving problems
wheel Chris Grandy’s lapel during his induction.
the invocation (Irish oriented, of
in new ways, and that’s remained
course) and then was serenaded
her guiding mantra. Among othby his fellow members who sung (off key?) a very Happy er things, we learned that over 900 students are
Birthday to him.
involved; that with St. Joe’s help the first medical
It seems that were 44 cards left on the 50-50 raffle (a good clinic in the country was established in association
SU NCAA omen?) but alas Charlie Manro drew the 2 of with a local Near West Side grocery store; that a
new model for neighborhood libraries actually
clubs, leaving the big money to Pat Spadafora.
works; and that throwing salt over your shoulder
Happy dollars today were plentiful--Prez Gary, because his is much better than the traditional ground breakwife, Nan, is well on the road to recovery from double knee ing ceremony, at least in the Salt City. z
surgery as they get ready for their next trip to Uganda. Ray
Leach, because his bowling team impressively won their
second round. Mary Lou Thompson, in anticipation of her
60th college reunion. And visitor/almost new member, Chris
Grandy, for making him feel so welcome as he awaits his
JOSH NELSON
induction.
Birthday: March 24
With that, recent new member, Mike Masci, officially introJoined: April 2012
duced his friend and colleague Chris into RCS membership,
Director of Operations
with the able assistance of Pete Seiffert who noted that our
recent membership increases have largely come from new
members recruiting new members, a very good sign. WelFREDERICK S. MARTY
come Chris, and thanks for your thoughtful remarks to the
Birthday: March 27
Club. Next to speak was Mr. Volunteer, Charlie Manro, who
Joined: March 1975
invited Rotary volunteers to help answer his WCNY Tel Auc
Law, Employee Benefits
phones in April and May. Seems RCS can get a mention on
air if we have 3 or more sign up to volunteer, so please call
Charlie if you can help (and want put Syracuse Rotary on the
VERNON (VERN) LEE
WCNY map....).
Birthday: March 27
Our speaker today, Marilyn Higgins, was a delight. As inJoined: June 1994
troducer Doug Smith told us she’s a recent winner of St.
Religion, Methodist

This Week’s Birthdays
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