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This Week’s Program: George Kilpatrick Jr.
Men’s Outreach Coordinator for Vera House, Inc.

It is the mission of Vera House, Inc. to end 
all domestic and sexual violence, to assist 
families in crisis, to support those affect-
ed by domestic and sexual violence, to live 
safe, self-sufficient lives, to empower wom-
en and children, and to promote a culture 
of equality and respect in all relationships.
The Men’s Outreach program offers 
pre-violence, preventive dialogue and 
awareness-raising in a variety of commu-
nity forums. The “12 Men Model” began 
during Vera House’s 2009 White Ribbon 
Campaign when they asked 12 men to take a leadership 
role in the campaign and recruit 11 others to join them in 
their pledge to never support, commit or remain silent about 
abuse. These men and their associates have been offered ed-
ucational opportunities with Mr. Kilpatrick so they can help 
spread the message that there is “No Excuse for Abuse”.

George Kilpatrick is the Men’s Outreach 
Coordinator for Vera House, Inc., a not-
for-profit domestic and sexual violence 
service agency based in Syracuse, NY, 
where he works to engage boys and men 
in domestic violence and sexual assault 
prevention. Additionally, George delivers 
multimedia content and talent services 
through Kilpatrick Media and Marketing 
and is a sought-after speaker, and facilita-
tor, and emcee. George may be recognized 
for his award winning work on public 

television providing access to diverse voices in the region. 
He is heard on the national radio program New Inspiration 
for the Nation which celebrates people we feel good about, 
and on WSYR radio. George earned a BA from Syracuse 
University and a  Master’s in Public Administration from 
the Maxwell School.  z

JUNE 6
12:00 pm: 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
George Kilpatrick - Vera House

JUNE 13
11:00 am 
RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Hospice Foundation 
of CNY - Sarah Piskor

JUNE 20
11:00 am 
Foundation Baord Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Mathew 25 Farm 
Update - Rick Rarick

JUNE 27
12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Changing of the 
Guard for Syracuse Rotary

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

Ravindran Accepts 2015-16 Rotary Presidency in Sydney
from www.rotary.org, by Ryan Hyland, Rotary News

K.R. "Ravi" Ravindran, a member of the Rotary Club of Co-
lombo, Western Province, Sri Lanka, was elected the 2015-
16 RI president, telling the Sydney Convention audience he 
accepts "this life-time opportunity with great humility."
"The great battle we waged against the insidious poliovirus 
is slowly but surely drawing to its finite end, and we are con-
tinuing to reach out to thousands with our humanitarian 

services," he said. "But let us continue to be vigilant; let us 
not lull ourselves into complacency for we know our mem-
bership lingers and languishes."
He encouraged Rotary members to communicate better and 
take advantage of the resources available to make Rotary's 
brand "shine brighter and louder, especially outside this or-
ganization," he said.  z
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Scene and Herd Reboot - A Recap of Last Week’s RCS Meeting
Today was High School Student Recognition Day, and if 
you weren’t impressed by the credentials of the young peo-
ple we honored, nothing will impress you. They were incred-
ibly talented, positive, productive, caring and very much in-
volved in the community. Thanks Pat Spadafora for another 
job exceedingly well done!
At the outset Vern Lee invoked the name of the great Coach 
John Woodin in delivering an inspiring invocation that was 
as much directed at our students as us. Thanks Vern for so 
ably handling the invocation responsibilities this month. 
We also enjoyed inspiring words from Syracuse School Su-
per, Sharon Contreras who shared some heartfelt words of 
appreciation to her students as well as Syracuse Rotary. It 
was nice to have her with us, especially on a day when we 
were saluting the District’s best.
No 50/50 or happy dollars today, as we proceeded directly 
into the program which featured honoring eighteen stu-
dents, two from each of nine Syracuse High Schools. Pete 
Seiffert ably served as emcee as each of the students were 
introduced by their respective principals or school represen-
tatives. And each, in turn, was as indicated above, incredibly 
talented, positive, productive, caring and very much involved 
as volunteers in the 
Syracuse community. Bravo! You gotta love this annual pro-
gram as it always reminds us that our future is in very good 
hands, indeed.  z

Linda Green, Executive Director of The Newland 
Center expresses her thanks for the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation’s grant gift of $2000‑.
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This Week’s Birthdays
GARY WILSON
Joined: October 2007 
Birthday: June 4 
Legal, Corporate

MATTHEW (MATT) SHALLMO
Joined: February 2008 
Birthday: June 5 
Financial Securities




