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This Week’s Program: Rick Rarick of The Matthew 25 Farm
A Foundation Grant Update to the Club and the Latest News From the Farm

Back in March, the Syracuse Ro-
tary Foundation awarded The 
Matthew 25 Farm a grant in the 
amount of $6000 to assist in the 
cost of drilling a new water well 
on their farm in Vesper, a hamlet  
within the town of Tully, NY. Since 
then, the Farm has drilled their 
long-awaited well and can now 
efficiently irrigate and wash the 
thousands of pounds of produce 
they grow.
All of the food from the two farms 
operated by Matthew 25, one on 
Tully Farms Road in Cardiff and the Vesper farm located 
on Route 80 in Tully, is donated to local food pantries and 
families in need. Since 2009, over 200,000 lbs. of food has 
been produced and distributed within Central New York.
Continuing Syracuse Rotary’s long tradition of service above 
self, the grants awardered in March of this year ranged from 
$1000 to $6000 and went to to a variety of local not-for-
profit agencies. The Foundation gave away a total of $25,500, 

reflecting the success of the P&C 
campaign which achieved $10,000 
in donations and 100% Club mem-
ber participation.
Fundraising is a constant battle in 
the not-for-profit world and when 
a worthy cause is in need, such as 
The Matthew 25 Farm, it is satis-
fying to see other orgaizations step 
up and help as well. A recent post 
on the not-for-profit farm’s Face-
book page stated, “Tomorrow is 

a HUGE day for the Matthew 25 
Farm. Tomorrow is the vote from 

the Community Foundation on the grant money for a new 
tractor on the farm! Please say a prayer tonight, as this new 
tractor would mean so much to our mission of feeding those 
in need in CNY...”
Other organizations that have stepped to the plate with 
grants are DeWitt Rotary, the Walbridge Fund, and the 
Richard Shineman Foundation, along with private dona-
tions from individuals and families.  z

JUNE 20
Foundation Board meeting 
moved to June 27

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Mathew 25 Farm 
Update - Rick Rarick

JUNE 27
11:00 am 
Rescheduled Foundation 
Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: Changing of the 
Guard for Syracuse Rotary

JULY 4
NO MEETING

JULY 11
11:00 am 
RCS Board Meeting

12:00 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: John Katco, US 
Congress

UPCOMING ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS 

THE SYRACUSE ROTARY FOUNDATION BOARD 
MEETING HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR

President Wilson and Rick Rarick at the Foundation 
Grant Ceremony earlier this year.

JUNE 27 ~ 11:00AM
2014-15 DISTRICT GOVERNOR DEB GLISSON’S 

OFFICIAL VISIT TO SYRACUSE ROTARY
FRIDAY, JULY 18
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Scene and Herd Reboot - A Recap of Last Week’s RCS Meeting
Prez-Elect Jim Morrow was at the helm today, and notwith-
standing that it was Friday the 13th, pulled off his assign-
ment without a hitch. Brad led us in an inspiring version of 
America (much easier than Anchors Aweigh...), then Vern 
Lee went back in history to deliver an invocation he gave 
to his former Watkins Glen Ro-
tary Club in the late 50’s. Vern 
also observed that today, some 
60 years ago, was the very day 
that he and the lovely Marcia 
were united in marriage--con-
grats Vern and Marcia, and 
many more!
Bob Sargent was the only birth-
dayite present, so we duly sere-
naded him, while sending  best 
wishes to Ralph Brown who is 
home bound with Parkinson’s. 
Resident comedian, Tom O’Shea, 
presided (sort of ) over the 50/50 drawing and ended up--
after a few false starts--getting the $5 himself. Some called 
for an investigation, but that was lost in the laughter.
Not to be outdone, Ray Leach informed us that he and Bar-
bara have been married 64 years this month, while Marylin 
Galimi said she and her husband were celebrating 10 years 
of marriage bliss. Congrats to all. Lots of happy dollars 
again today including one from Denny Baldwin who was 
happy to welcome the Hospice team after a series of extend-

ed emails with Hospice Development Coordinator, Brenda 
Zook, to find a program date that worked.
We welcomed Kristin Schoeneck, Director of Guidance 
Services for Bishop Ludden High School, who introduced 
our final two--last but not least--students in connection 

with our annual Student Rec-
ognition Awards, since they 
were unable to attend our Pat 
Spadafora inspired ceremony a 
few weeks ago. They are Claire 
Sheen and Tim Murphy who 
like their fellow students pre-
viously recognized are excep-
tional in every way. Once again 
we were all left with the feeling 
that the next generation will 
serve the community very well 

indeed.
Our program featured Hospice 

of CNY, the only local not-for-profit Medicare certified 
agency serving the needs of those in the last chapter of their 
lives, regardless of age. Bill Pfohl, Communications Direc-
tor, and Sarah Piskor, Director of Hospice’s Camp Healing 
Hearts, presented an excellent program on the many ser-
vices--for young and old--provided by Hospice, including 
(surprisingly to some of us) bereavement counseling for kids 
seen most prominently in Camp Healing Hearts, an annual 
4 day camp for kids held at the Y’s Camp Iroquois.  z

Share Your Home With An International Student
Bishop Ludden, who participates in the GP Homestay pro-
gram (www.gphomestay.com) is looking for host families 
for their incoming cohort of international students! Their 
goal is to provide students with not only an educational ex-
perience here in the US but also a cultural one! Families are 
provided with a monthly stipend to cover the cost of hous-
ing a student. If you are interested please call 781-996-0429 
or send an email to: info@gphomestay.com.  z

Welcome to Jim Truong
Jim Truong, the Syracuse Rotary-sponsored candidate for 
the Rotary Youth in Leadership Award (RYLA) will be in 
attendance at our Friday Rotary meeting along with his par-
ents. Jim, the self-proclaimed definition of Leadership, will 
be attending the RYLA seminar at Cazenovia College in 
July along with other teen candidates from within District 
7150. Be sure to welcome Jim and his family!  z

(LtoR) Claire Sheen, PE Jim Morrow, Tim Murphy, and 
Director of Guidance at Bishop Ludden, Kristen Schoeneck.

No Birthdays This Week
June 20, 1950

Joe Dimaggio’s 2,000th hit ~ Yankees beat Indians 8-2

SYRACUSE ROTARY TRIVIA ~ While he was a member of 
the Hospice Board, Dr. Al Falcone invited Peter Sarver, the 
then president of the Hospice Board, as a visitor to a Syracuse 
Rotary meeting. He won the queen of hearts prize ($900.00). 
Yes nine hundred!! He graciously gave it to his wife who was 
leaving for Africa. Peter later became a member of our club 
for a while...

Thanks Al


