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A Look Ahead
JUNE 7
12:00 pm
Annual High School
Outstanding Student
Recognition Ceremony
Onondaga Room

JUNE 14
12:00 pm

RCS Club Meeting
Members Lounge

Program:

Maarten Jacobs:
Allyn Family Foundation,
Affordable Housing

JUNE 21

Our future is in good hands with young people like these

11:00 am

Senior Awards Committee

COMBINED JUNE MEETINGS
of the Board of Directors &
The Foundation Trustees

12:00 pm

RCS Club Meeting
Members Lounge

Program:

Diane Kuppermann:
Make a Wish

JUNE 28
12:00 pm

RCS Club Meeting
Members Lounge

Program:

Toma Tracy:
InterFaith Works,
Senior Services Coordinator

JULY 5
NO CLUB ACTIVITY
Independence Day Weekend
HAVE AN IDEA FOR A PROGRAM?

Email Program Chair, Denny Baldwin at:
drbaldwin32@gmail.com
PRESIDENT
KEVIN VISCONTI

The Rotary Club of Syracuse will once
again honor the outstanding achievements of high school seniors from several area high schools. The principals
and guidance counselors of nine schools
within the Syracuse City School District were each asked to identify two
high performing students within their
senior classes who excel in academic achievement, exhibit high levels of
personal commitment, self-motivation,
and involvement in extracurricular service activities and community affairs.
The annual event is one of the
high-water marks of our Club and always proves to be uplifting for members
as well as rewarding for the students. So,
don’t miss this week’s meeting.
Each of the eighteen honored students will receive a Cross pen with a
"Service Above Self " inscription and
will have their name added to their
school's publicly displayed plaque.

PRESIDENT-ELECT
CHARLES BEACH

SECRETARY
JOHN BERTRAM

The eighteen recipients of the 2019
Rotary Club of Syracuse Outstanding
High School Senior Award are:
Bishop Ludden

Patrick McGarvey & Olivia Boyea
PSLA at Fowler

Ahmed Ali & Shabnam Shams
Henniger High School

Nolan Spears & Phoebe Faley
Corcoran High School

Dawit Gebremichael & Candeda Thomas
Institute of Technology at Central

Dwayne Stroman & Salma Muse
Nottingham High School

Max Milstein & Mariam Almohamad
Christian Brothers Academy

Nathan Griffith & Madison Winchell
Bishop Grimes High School

Jeffrey Dargiewicz & Abigail Fletcher
Faith Heritage High School

Joseph Marziale & Yana Gerasimovich

TREASURER
DAN MORROW

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
JAMES MORROW
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Cake & Candles
GARY WILSON
Birthday: June 4
Joined: October 2007

11

The number of cards
left in the 6/14 Queen
of Hearts drawing.
NO DRAWING ON 6/7

75th Anniversary of D-Day and The Battle of Normandy
June 6 marks start of anniversary. Commemorations planned at Normandy Amercican Cemetary.

Normandy Tourism | editor
More than 16 million Americans
served in World War II, considered the
largest and most violent armed conflict in the history of mankind. More
than 400,000 Americans died during
the war, forever changing the course of
American history.
On June 6, 1944 and during the long
summer that followed, men from all
over the world came to fight in Normandy to defeat Nazism and re-establish freedom. Normandy will bear the
scars of this moment in history for ever
and every year we remember and pay
tribute to the veterans from America,
Britain, Canada, Belgium, Denmark,
Holland, Norway, Poland and Australia, along with their brothers in arms,
those many heroes who lost their lives
during that summer of 1944.
With its many museums, historic
sites, cemeteries and cultural and teaching facilities, Normandy is truly an
open-air history book. All these places
can be discovered by families, who can
transmit the exceptionally important
lessons of D-Day along the Normandy
coast to new generations.
Syracuse Rotarian, Bob Sargent,
upon returning from a recent visit to
the Normandy American Cemetery,
shared a few photos. Among them, a
monument titled, Spirit of American
Youth Rising from the Waves. The statue
was cast in Milan, Italy by the Battaglia
Foundry. Encircling the pedestal of the
statue in bronze letters is the inscripPage - 2
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tion: Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory of
the Coming of the Lord.
The Normandy American Cemetery
and Memorial is located in Collevillesur-Mer, France, on the site of the temporary American St. Laurent Cemetery,
established by the U.S. First Army on
June 8, 1944 as the first American cemetery on European soil in World War
II. The cemetery site, at the north end
of its half mile access road, covers 172.5
acres and contains the graves of more
than 9,380 of our military dead, most
of whom lost their lives in the D-Day
landings and ensuing operations. On
the Walls of the Missing, in a semicircular garden on the east side of the
memorial, are inscribed 1,557 names.
Rosettes mark the names of those since
recovered and identified.
The memorial consists of a semicircular colonnade with a loggia at each end

containing large maps and narratives
of the military operations; at the center
is the bronze statue, “Spirit of American Youth Rising from the Waves.” An
orientation table overlooking the beach
depicts the landings in Normandy. Facing west at the memorial, one sees in
the foreground the reflecting pool; beyond is the burial area with a circular
chapel and, at the far end, granite statues representing the United States and
France.
The cemetery, which was dedicated in
1956, is the most visited cemetery run
by the American Battle Monuments
Commission (ABMC) with one million visitors a year.
Embedded in the lawn directly opposite the entrance to the old Visitors'
Building is a time capsule which has
been sealed and contains news reports
of the June 6, 1944 Normandy landings. The capsule is covered by a pink
granite slab upon which is engraved:
To be opened June 6, 2044.
z
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Scene & Herd Reboot: Recap of May 31
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian
May 31, 2019 ~ It was SU Day at Syracuse Rotary, thanks to our special guest, John
Wildhack, SU’s esteemed Director of Athletics and good friend to our own PE Charlie
Beach. As such, orange was the featured color today, none more so than on the back of
PP John Lewien who was seen resplendent
in the orangest of orange sports coats.
Prez Kevin presided and led us, as usual,
in the pledge of allegiance before requesting
of PP Brad what patriotic song he wanted
to sing today. Stumped only for a moment,
Brad quickly turned to an old favorite in
God Bless America which we sang pretty
darn good (at least for us….). Kevin then
introduced resplendent John who invocated
by reciting an intriguing poem entitled “The
Dash” which essentially asks of each of us:
How do we spend our dash—that is, our
lives. Thanks, John. A timely reminder that
our “dash” is critically important and might
well be reflected best in Rotary’s Four Way
Test.
We greeted an old Rotary friend, Dick
Ford, visiting from Syracuse Inner City Rotary. We also welcomed back Bob Sargent
from wintering in the wild west and George
Eschenfelder from recent surgery. PP Volker
got to draw for the elusive Red Queen but
came up blank, leaving the big $5 to none
other than Past Secretary, Ray Leach.
Lots of happy dollars again today. One
from Bob Sargent (just returned from a
visit to powerful Normandy), another from
PE Charlie (he recently attended a funeral of a friend whose flag was immortalized
at Iwo Jima), one from George E. (happy
about a family event), another from Prez Kev
(de-lighted with a recent closest to the pin
award) and PP Jim Glad (happy that John
Wildhack could be with us today).
PE Charlie introduced John Wildhack
with a brief summary of his very impressive
vita, and John, in turn, saluted Charlie, a SU
Lifetime Trustee, for his substantial contributions over the years to the University. A
uniquely qualified leader with a vast knowledge of and passion for SU, former ESPN

executive John Wildhack was named SU’s
11th Director of Athletics about 3 years ago.
Since then he has robustly led the daily operations of a 20-sport athletics department
with more than 600 talented student athletes. John said that he would only have left
ESPN because of his passion for SU, as it’s in
his family’s blood.
He graduated from the Newhouse School
and is glad to be back in Syracuse which he
finds a great place to live and work. John
takes special pride in SU’s 600 student athletes who maintain an average GPA of 3.1
and a 92% graduation rate, 4th in the US
just behind Notre Dame. These athletes represent 39 states and about 25 different countries, a diversity which John said makes for a
very healthy campus culture. John especially
complimented Football Coach, Dino Babers,
joking that he shares an “arranged” marriage
with him which has worked out great. We
learned that across the board sports at SU
are doing well, thanks to the athletes, a great
staff and SU’s wonderful fan base.
Following John’s presentation, lots of good
questions flowed including: What’s happening with the Dome? It will close temporarily
next March for a $116 million renovation
including a new roof, new lighting, new
sound system, new scoreboard and audio visual facilities and…drum beat…AC. Hardly
just for athletics, John reminded us that the
Dome is a multi use facility which houses 5
sports and a host of other uses during the
year.
What about the new ACC/ESPN Network scheduled for broadcast this fall? It’s an
upcoming cable and satellite television channel owned by ESPN dedicated to the coverage of the ACC and will launch on August
22, 2019. Current plans call for it to carry
over 400 ACC events a year. To assure widespread cable coverage, including Spectrum,
John urged us all to go online at getaccn.com
to register our interest and support.
All in all, it seems that SU Athletics are in
very good hands, indeed, and we thank John
for being with us and wish him all continued
success.
z

Rotary at the start of
the United Nations
rotary.org
During World War II, Rotary
clubs in Austria, Germany, Italy,
Japan, and Spain were forced to
disband. Despite the risks, many
continued to meet informally,
and after the war, Rotary members came together to rebuild
their clubs and their countries.
Many countries were fighting
the war when the term “United
Nations” was first used officially in the 1942 “Declaration by
United Nations.” The 26 nations
that signed it pledged to uphold
the ideals expressed by the United States and the United Kingdom.
Officials from Great Britain, the
Soviet Union, and the United
States met in Moscow in 1943
and called for the creation of an
international organization to
maintain peace and security.
The next year, representatives of
those countries plus China held
conferences in Washington,
D.C., to discuss how to go about
this monumental task. Those
sessions became known as the
Dumbarton Oaks conference,
where delegations from the four
countries developed a proposal
for the structure of the new organization.
After the conference, Rotary
published “What Can Rotarians Do Following Dumbarton
Oaks?” It included the proposed
charter, talking points, and
suggestions for discussing with
club members how the United
Nations would relate to Rotary’s
goal of advancing international
understanding. It also emphasized the importance of having
a plan ready for when the war
ended, rather than waiting until
the fighting stopped.
Today, Rotary holds the highest
consultative status offered to a
nongovernmental organization
by the UN’s Economic and Social
Council, which oversees many
specialized UN agencies.
z
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Club of Syracuse
The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is
comprised of two entities; the Club
which was chartered on June 1,
1912 as Club Number 42, and the
Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc.,
the not-for-profit philanthropic
arm of the Club founded in 1957.
Together, the Club and the
Foundation have served the
Greater Syracuse community
with uncommon distinction
and vigor, leaving a long trail of
accomplishment in the best of
Rotary’s traditions, all of which has
contributed to giving The Rotary
Club of Syracuse an honored
position in our community.
Friday Meeting Location:
The Members Lounge
Drumlins Country Club
Nottingham Road
Syracuse, NY 13210
The Syracuse Rotary Press:
James Morrow, Editor
901 James Street
Syracuse, NY 13203
315.425.0051 (b)
315.751.7830 (m)
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600 years-worth of Syracuse Rotarians (L to R): Frank Decker, Dan Morrow, Bill McCrady, Volker Weiss, Charlie
Beach, Brad Strait, and Ray Leach smile for the camera prior to the start of the May 31 Club meeting.
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